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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is no period "." 

at the end of claim 6. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
1 . Claims 1-9 are 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Miyagosi (6,047,027). 

Regarding claim 1, Miyagosi discloses a method for decoding time data which 

defines a point of time for outputting a decoded frame of a video image, the method 

comprising: 

decoding an encoded bit stream in units of one frame to generate decoded video 
data and a plurality of decoded header information items for each frame (fig.3, a 
bitstream is shown with plurality of pack headers 120 and plural PES headers 140, 
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where PES headers have DTS or decoding time stamps to decode video data 150a 
and 150b); 

detecting the time data included in each of the header information items (col.4, 
In. 16-21 IVIiyagosi discloses the detection of SCR or system clock reference time data 
in the pack header 120; col.4, In. 22-28, Miyagosi discloses the detection of time data 
PTS (presentation time stamp), DTS (decoding time stamp), and ESCR (elementary 
stream clock reference) in the PES header 140); and 

determining identical time data which define identical points of time and are 
detected from at least two of the header information items as frame time data 
determining the point of time for outputting the decoded frame (col.4, In. 16-28, 
Miyagosi discloses the extraction of time data from at least two of the header 
information elements 120 and 140, in that the SCR is extracted from element 120 and 
PTS is extracted from element 140; and in col.6, In .7-54, Miyagosi discloses the 
comparison of the SCR with the PTS to determine identical time data so as to properly 
synchronize all of the video data and the audio for output). 

Note claims 2-5, 9 and 12-14 have similar corresponding elements. 

Regarding claim 6, Miyagosi discloses wherein the determining step determines 
as the frame time data the identical time data at a time when the identical time data is 
detected from at least continuous three of the header information items (col.4. In. 16-28, 
Miyagosi discloses the use of SCR, PTS, DTS and ESCR; and col.6, ln.7-54). 

Regarding claim 7, Miyagosi discloses wherein the determining step determines 
as the frame time data the identical time data detected from some of the header 
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information items which are after the second one of the header information items when 
the time data of the first one of the header information items is not decoded (col. 13, 
ln.8-50). 

Regarding claim 8, Miyagosi discloses wherein the determining step determines 
as the frame time data the identical time data detected from ones of the header 
information items which are larger in number than the others of the header information 
items which have another identical time data different from the identical time data 
detected from the ones of the header information items (col. 13, ln.8-50; note the value 
of the SCR and the PTS are compared to see which one is larger than the other). 

Regarding claim 11, Miyagosi discloses wherein the decoding step decodes the 
encoded bit stream for each frame including a plurality of packets including the header 
information items, respectively (fig.3, note bit stream has multiple packets with header 
information elements 120 and 140). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaliy disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Miyagosi (6,047,027) in view of Ozaki (5,818,547). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 15, Miyagosi discloses the value of the SCR and the 
PTS are compared to see which one is larger than the other for proper synchronization 
of video and audio data for output (col.1 3, ln.8-50), Miyagosi does not specifically 
disclose which includes advancing the frame time data by a unit time when an amount 
of data stored in a date domain of a buffer memory that stores the encoded bit stream 
exceeds a given threshold value, and delaying the frame time data by a time unit when 
the amount of data is less than the threshold value. However, Ozaki teaches that the 
advancing the frame time data by a unit time when an amount of data stored in a 
domain of a buffer memory that stores the encoded bit stream exceeds a given 
threshold value, and delaying the frame time data by a time unit when the amount of 
data is less than the threshold value (col.8, In .7 to col.9, ln,47; note frame advancement 
or the fast-fonA/ard mode depends on the comparison of the PTS (presentation time 
stamp) of the frame data versus the PGR (program clock reference) that is affixed with t 
the pack header to determine if advancement is done if the comparison criteria is met, 
and if it is, then the frame data is advanced by one increment of unit time). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Miyagosi and Ozaki as a whole for being applicable in accurately, efficiently decoding 
video data, eliminating extraneous, superfluous data, and reducing production costs 
(col.9, ln.54-67). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 16-17 are allowed. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art does not specifically disclose the combination of limitations of 
claim 16: a method for decoding time data which defines a point of time for outputting 
a decoded frame of a video image, the method comprising: searching a plurality of 
header information items of each frame for the time data for each frame, the time data 
being contained in an encoded bit stream obtained by encoding the video image; 
determining time data detected from the first one of the header information items as the 
time data defining the point of time for outputting the decoded frame when time data 
identical to time data detected from the first one of the header information items has 
been detected from the second one of the header information items, and when time 
data identical to time data detected from the first header information item is not 
detected from the second header information item and time data identical to the time 
data detected from the first header information item is detected from two continuous 
items of third and subsequent header information items; and determining time data 
detected from the continuous three header information items as the picture time data 
defining the point of time when the time data identical to time data detected from the 
first header information item is not detected from the second header information item 
and has been detected from three continuous items of second and subsequent header 
information items, and when the time data is not detected from the first header 
information item and time data detected from three continuous items of the second and 
subsequent header information items define identical points of time. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen Wong whose telephone number is (703) 306-5978. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Thursdays from 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (703) 305-4856. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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